Minutes of the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Virginia Podiatric Medical Association, Sunday March 30th, 2008 at the Sheraton Richmond West, Richmond, Virginia.

Meeting was called to order at 10:00 am by Dr. Richard Derner, President, who presided. In attendance were doctors Chuck Zelen, Rich Derner, Annik Adamson, Gary Effron, Simon Mest, Ross Girvan, Arnold Levin, Ken Wilhelm, Jeffrey Frost, David Cho, Mark Appleton, Randy Clements, Ellen Shapiro and Executive Director Bruce Keeney, Associate Director Bo Keeney, and legal counsel Bill Van Buren.

Legal Counsel Bill Van Buren reviewed the VPMA’s proposed antitrust compliance policy and procedure. 


Under the Secretary’s Report, motion by Adamson/Zelen to accept the following motions in a block:
-  to accept the minutes of the December 19, 2007 meeting of that Board of Directors as previously distributed. 


-  for the minutes to reflect that as of March 24, 2008, there were 284 members of VPMA.

-  for the minutes to reflect the acceptance of the following for membership since the last Board meeting:   Active Members: Drs. Victor B. Coats of Manassas, Aaron S. Lewis of Springfield, Christopher Taylor of Manassas, and reinstatement of active membership of Dr. Leland Gilmore of Fairfax; and Resident Members: Drs. Bessaliea A. Griffin of Norfolk, Keisha Yvetter Perry, Silvia E. Garcia-Levin, and Annie X. Xu of Falls Church. 

Above motions considered in a block passed unanimously.


Under the Treasurer’s Report, motion by Mest/Wilhelm to accept the following motions in a block:

-  to accept the Treasurer’s Year End Financial Statement of the General fund reflecting the year end revenue and disbursements for 2007. 


-  to accept the Treasurer’s Financial Summary of Accounts as of February 29, 2008. 


-  to accept the Treasurer’s Financial Statement of the General Fund, reflecting revenue and disbursements, as of February 29, 2008. 

-  to transfer $37,000 from Reserves to the General Fund and to revise the 2008 General Fund Budget by reducing by$37,000 the revenue budgeted from Mid Atlantic Region 8 and to add a line item of the same amount for transfer from Reserves. 

Above motions considered in a block passed unanimously.


Dr. Richard Derner presented the President’s Report in which he updated the Board of Directors on the appointment of Drs. Aaron Pearl and Lou Nordeen as the new State Public Relations Co-Chairmen; and the addition of Drs. Barry Saffran and David Pontell to the VPMA ethics committee, joining Dr. Arthur Wolfson (Chairman).  He additionally noted the passing of Dr. Frank Gross which will be formerly recognized at the convention.   Additionally, the President reported previous concerns regarding alleged 
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yellow page violations by certain members have been resolved, and he expressed his 

appreciation to Dr. Annik Adamson and her Nominating Committee for developing a slate which includes new members for election to the Board.  The President also provided an update on the pending controversy relating to relationships between APMA and the American College of Foot and Ankle Surgeons.  Likewise, after learning of some interest by Board members to consider holding a conference (the convention or possible a stand alone symposium other than the convention) at a resort, the President requested the Executive Director to gather preliminary ideas on same.


Under Old Business:

Motion Zelen/Appleton to adopt the VPMA Antitrust Compliance Policies and Procedures as prepared by legal counsel and distributed in advance. Passed unanimously.   


Motion Girvan/Zelen for a Conference Coordinator Task Force, comprised of Drs. Girvan (Chairman), Derner, Zelen, Rubin, Wilhelm, Adamson, and Bruce Keeney to be authorized by the VPMA Board to review applications for the Conference Coordinator position, to select and personally interview the most qualified candidates which applied, and that the Task Force be authorized to retain on behalf of VPMA the Conference Coordinator, being mindful of budgetary considerations. Should a new Conference Coordinator be selected, the Task Force shall be authorized to make arrangements for an orderly transition between the existing and a new Conference Coordinator.  Passed unanimously. Additionally, by consensus it was agreed upon by the Board of Directors that every effort should be made to have completed this process by May 15th, 2008.


By unanimous consensus, consideration of  the Philanthropic Task Force’s recommendations concerning a philanthropic fund be tabled until such time as the Task Force (Drs. Appleton as chair, Effron and Frost) provide a draft working document on the establishment of a non profit philanthropic entity, including specific organizational structure, mission statement, objectives, and source of funding.


Under New Business:

Motion Zelen/Beresh for VPMA General Fund to contribute $2,000 to the APMA’s PPAC Government Educational Fund.  Passed unanimously.


Motion Adamson, on behalf of the Nominating Committee, to accept the Committee’s Report and proposed slate for presentation for election by the membership at the 2008 annual meeting. Passed unanimously.
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At the request of the Nominating Committee, the President appointed Dr. Simon Mest as Chair of the Legislative Committee, and expressed his gratitude to Dr. Sandy Schustek for his years of service in that capacity.  Additionally, the President appointed Dr.  Charles Hastings as Membership Committee Chair.

Motion Zelen/Wilhelm to approve the appointments of the President for Legislative Committee and Membership Committee chairs.  Passed unanimously.


Motion Adamson/Wilhelm that the VPMA Legislative Committee Chair serve as VPMA’s State Advocacy Liaison to the APMA State Advocacy Committee and to authorize the VPMA State Advocacy Liaison, on behalf of VPMA, to attend the January 31, 2009 State Advocacy Forum in Washington, DC.  Passed unanimously.


Motion Zelen/Wilhelm for the 2009 VPMA Convention to be held at the Wyndam Hotel in Virginia Beach, VA on June 25-28, 2009. Passed unanimously. 


Division reports were presented by Division Presidents or their representatives. They assisted with delineation of boundaries of Divisions at which time it was, by consensus, determined that there is no clear evidence that an additional Division be created at the present time.

The following Committee Reports were presented: 


Dr. Girvan presented an update from the Mid-Atlantic Region.

Dr. Cho presented an update from the APMA House of Delegates including an update on ACFAS and their proposal that members no longer need to hold APMA membership. Additionally he presented an update on the AMA’s document regarding podiatrist’s scope of practice. 


Bruce Keeney presented the Executive Director’s report in which he provided updates on the June Rad Tech Course, the RFP for a Convention Coordinator, an updated organizational structure, and the collection of membership dues. 


Bruce Keeney presented a request from a Dr. Kugler to hold additional Rad Tech courses. By general consensus, the Board indicated it was not cost effective to do so at this time.


Bruce Keeney presented the Legislative Counsel report in which he stated that a full legislative monitoring report would be distributed after the completion of the 2008 veto session.


Dr. Bill Grant’s request related to nurse practitioners and their professional relationship with podiatrists was deferred until a later date, with Dr. Derner to contact Dr. Grant for more information.

Dr. Mark Dollard’s presented updates relating to Anthem not recognizing the 25 modifier, definitive information on surgery center accreditation by the state, and addressing concerns relating to insurance carriers recouping funds directly from use of multiple EOB statements.
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President Derner announced that the next meeting of the VPMA Board of Directors will be held on Thursday June 26th at 6:00 pm at the Virginia Beach Resort Hotel and Conference Center in Virginia Beach, Virginia. 


There being no further business, Dr. Derner adjourned the meeting at 1:20 pm








Respectfully Submitted,








Annik Adamson, DPM








Secretary


