
Minutes of the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Virginia Podiatric Medical Association, held June 25, 2009 at the Wyndham Hotel in Virginia Beach, Virginia.

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Dr. Chuck Zelen, President who presided. In attendance were Drs. Robert Hallivis, Gary Effron, Marc Pinksy, Ellen Shapiro, Arnold Beresh, Simon Mest, Art Wolfson, Chuck Zelen, Mark Dollard, Seth Rubenstein, Mark Appleton, Annik Adamson, David Cho, Pat Agnew, Bill Simon, and Ross Girvan. Mr. Bill Van Buren, VPMA General Counsel, Bruce Keeney, Executive Director, and Bo Keeney, Associate Director were also in attendance.


Under special order of business, Bruce B. Keeney, Sr. provided an update in the VPMA Financial Affairs. Additionally Bill Van Buren provided an update on the Hollingsworth v. Norfolk Southern Railroad proceedings.

Dr. Hallivis presented the Secretary’s Report.


Motion Hallivis/Adamson to accept the minutes of the April 19, 2009 meeting of the Board of Directors as previously distributed. Passed unanimously.


Motion Hallivis/Agnew for the minutes to reflect the acceptance, since the last meeting of the Board, of the following doctors for membership: Active Members – William Z. Fenn of Virginia Beach, Eric B. Masternich of Reston, Edna C. Holmes of Woodbridge (reinstatement), Mariam Papal of Springfield,  and Mehul Shah of Leesburg (reinstatement); and Resident Members- Samir M. Lalani of Vienna, Jeffrey McAlister of Falls Church and Bryan A. Sagray of Falls Church. Passed unanimously.


Motion Hallivis/Agnew to accept Dr. Bernard Suher’s (Henrico) application for Life Membership in VPMA. Passed unanimously.


Motion Hallivis/Agnew to accept Dr. Benedic A. Profera’s (Salem) application for Life Membership in VPMA. Passed unanimously.


Dr. Clements presented the Treasurer’s Report.


Motion Agnew/Shapiro to recommend APMA grant Dr. Joseph V. Bava of Virginia Beach APMA Permanetly Disabled Membership and to approve him as a Special Member of VPMA with payment 15% of that of an active member. 


Motion Beresh/Adamson to grant Dr. Edwin Ehrenworth of Norfolk a “5.4 Status” with VPMA for the 2009-2010 APMA fiscal year (APMA has a June 1 fiscal year) and to recommend like consideration by APMA. Passed unanimously.


Motion Appleton/Adamson to grant Dr. Peter Holtz of Winchester a Life Membership with VPMA and APMA Passed unanimously.


Motion Appleton/Adamson to recommend APMA grant Dr. Eugene Edelstein of Roanoke APMA Permanetly Disabled Membership and to approve him as a Special Member of VPMA with payment 15% of that of an active member. 
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The following was presented under Old Business: 


Dr. Mest presented a discussion on political and legislative impact of the Medical Society of Virginia and the Virginia Orthopedic Society soliciting contributions for those organizations to file an amicus curiae contrary to the position of VPMA. Dr. Zelen reminded the board that they would hold a telephone conference call 3-4 weeks following the convention, to discuss renewal of the agreement with Monarch Meeting for the 2010 convention. Additionally Bruce Keeney updated the Board of the requested research relating to laypersons dispensing of orthodics. 

Motion Beresh/Agnew on behalf of the Nominating Committee, for the VPMA Board to elect and appoint Dr. Simon Mest as a VPMA Delegate to APMA, filling the unexpired term of Dr. Seth Rubenstein. Passed unanimously. 


Motion Beresh/Appleton on behalf of the Nominating Committee to designate Dr. Mark Dollard as VPMA’s Chief APMA Delegate for the 2010 APMA House of Delegates. Passed unanimously.


Motion Dollard/Beresh to create an ad-hoc committee to examine the potential regulation of orthodic devices and who can dispense such devices. Passed unanimously. Dr. Mest and Dr. Dollard were appointed to the ad-hoc orthodic committee.


The following were presented under New Business.


Dr. Chuck Zelen appointed Bruce Keeney and Dr. Gary Effron to meet with Pfizer’s Director of Advocacy and Professional Relations and their Director of Public Affairs.

Dr. Chuck Zelen appointed Dr. Gary Effron to be the VPMA Convention Chairman. 


Dr. Beresh lead a discussion as to no longer including convention registration in VPMA dues. It was unanimously agreed upon to leave the current system in place.


Dr. Beresh lead a discussion relating to content and quality of education offerings at the convention for podiatric assistants, including whether or not those assistants attending do so largely to fulfill their CE requirements as a Rad Tech Limited. 


The following were presented under Special Report.


Dr. Seth Rubenstein presented an overview of working on the APMA Board of Trustees and solicited the VPMA Board of Directors for any questions, comments or concerns.


Mr. Bruce Keeney presented an update on national health care reform, including provider non-discrimination language NOT included in any proposals, the Senate Finance’s proposal which provides for financial penalties if NOT board certified, a lack of addressing cost issues, and issues with PQRI.
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Division Reports were presented by respective Presidents or their representatives.  Dr. Chuck Zelen welcomed Dr. Marc Pinksy to the VPMA Board of Directors as he attended his first VPMA Board meeting in the role of the Richmond Division President.

Committee Reports were presented. 

Dr. Ramdass noted the Mid-Atlantic Region meeting will be held Oct 9-11 at the Fairview Park Marriott in Falls Church, Virginia.

Drs. Cho and Dollard presented an update on the APMA House of Delegates, noting that Dr. Seth Rubenstein was recently elected to the APMA Board of Directors.

Dr. Shapiro provided an update on the Virginia Board of Medicine and expressed her desire to seek  re-appointment to the Virginia Board of Medicine next year.  

Bruce Keeney presented an update on activities of the organization, including the VPMA annual meeting, the Foot and Ankle congress, the Rad Tech Limited certification course, dues collection, and other membership services.

On behalf of Dr. Larry Rubin, Dr. Gary Effron presented an update on the Continuing Medical Education re-accreditation process.

On behalf of the Public Relations Committee, Bruce Keeney once again noted that VPMA received the APMA Award for 2008 outstanding public relations efforts during the 2008 Elect to Save your Feet (ESYF) campaign in November.

Dr. Arnold Beresh presented a report on the Rad Tech Limited Courses, noting that 22 attendees for the June meeting. The next course is scheduled to run concurrently with the Mid-Atlantic meeting in Falls Church, Virginia.

A written report of the Conference Coordinator, Monarch Meetings (Peggy Tucker) was presented. 

The Legislative Counsel report was presented by Bruce Keeney, including a potential and/or anticipated 2010 legislation.

Under additional business it was noted the VPMA has accepted the resignation of Dr. Charles Hastings as membership chairman and the Board is looking for a volunteer to fill the vacancy. 

There being no further business, Dr. Zelen adjourned the meeting at 11:00 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Robert Hallivis, DPM

Secretary
