Minutes of the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Virginia Podiatric Medical Association, held April 19, 2009 at the Richmond Marriott West in Glen Allen, Virginia.

Meeting was called to order at 10:00 am by Dr. Chuck Zelen, President, who presided. In attendance were doctors Annik Adamson, David Cho, Mark Dollard, Chuck Zelen, Randy Clements, Arnold Beresh, Roland Ramdass, Ellen Shapiro, Jeffrey Frost, Robert Hallivis, Ross Girvan, Scott Vantre, Mark Appleton, and Gary Effron. Additionally, Bruce B. Keeney, Sr., Executive Director, and B. Bennett Keeney Jr. "Bo", Associate Director, were in attendance.

Dr. Hallivis presented the Secretary(s Report.

Motion Hallivis/Dollard to accept the minutes of the January 7, 2009 meeting of the Board of Directors as previously distributed. Passed unanimously.

Motion Hallivis/Vantre for the minutes to reflect the acceptance, since that last meeting of the Board, of the following doctors for membership: Active Members- Lisa A. Beckinella of Manassas, Rex Diaz of Virginia Beach, David Nielson of Roanoke, Zakee Omar Shabazz of Sterling, and reinstatement of Aaron S. Lewis of Springfield and Mehul Shah of Leesburg. Passed unanimously.

Dr. Clements presented the Treasurer(s Report.

Motion Clements/Hallivis to accept and adopt the revisions to the 2009 Budget as previously distributed.  Passed unanimously.

Motion Clements/Adamson to accept the Treasurer(s Financial Statement of the General Fund, reflecting 2009 revenue and disbursements through March 31, 2009 as previously distributed. Passed unanimously.

Motion Clements/Adamson to accept the Treasurer(s Financial Summary of Accounts as of March 31, 2009 as previously distributed. Passed unanimously. 

Dr. Chuck Zelen presented the President(s Report.  Included was Dr. Seth Rubenstein(s  election to the APMA Board of Directors, VPMA receipt of APMA(s Award for 2008 outstanding public relations efforts during the 2008 Elect to Save your Feet (ESYF) campaign in November (with special accolades to Dr. Lou Nordeen), and other activities of the organization. 

The following was presented under Old Business: 

Motion Beresh/Ramdass to authorize VPMA Legislative Counsel to proceed with Legislative Services in drafting legislation for introduction in the 2010 session of the General Assembly to add to the definition of podiatry services, including evaluation, diagnosis, and prevention.  Passed unanimously.
The following was presented under New Business:

Motion Beresh/Hallivis, on behalf of the Nominating Committee, for the minutes to reflect presentation of the Nominating Committee  slate for elections by the membership at the 2009 annual meeting in June. Passed unanimously.   To be nominated are Dr. Mark Dollard for re-election for a three year term as an APMA Delegate, Dr. Ross Girvan for re-election to a three year term as an at-large member of the Board, and Dr. Claudine DuPont for a three year term as a Region 8 representative.
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Dr. Beresh, on behalf of the Nominating Committee, noted that Dr. Simon Mest will be nominated for election by the VPMA Board at its June 2009 meeting to fill the unexpired term of Dr. Seth Rubenstein as an APMA Delegate, that Dr. Mark Dollard will be nominated to serve as VPMA(s chief APMA Delegate, and that the Committee will continue its search for a recommendation for the APMA Alternate Delegate position.

Motion Beresh/Adamson, on behalf of the Awards Committee, for the VPMA Board to select the 2009 Recipients for the following awards: Virginia Podiatrist of the Year (Dr. Richard Derner) and Virginia Young Podiatrist of the Year (Dr. Roland Ramdass). Passed unanimously. 

Motion Beresh/Vantre to, effectively immediately, regretfully accept the resignation of Dr. Seth Rubenstein from the VPMA Board of Directors and as VPMA chief delegate to the APMA House of Delegates, as a result of his recent election to the APMA Board. Passed unanimously. 

By consensus, it was agreed that forms to nominate candidates for the 2010 awards be available at the 2009 annual business meeting.

A general discussion was held regarding quality of patient care and potential harm to patient(s which may result in the sale of customized orthotics by untrained persons.  By consensus, it was agreed that the VPMA Executive Director should attempt to ascertain if such a matter of regulatory oversight by either the Virginia Board of Pharmacy or Virginia Board of Physical Therapy.

Division Reports were presented by respective regional Presidents or their representatives. Dr. Hallivis noted the Northern Virginia Division continues to meet regularly and is offering continuing education events whenever possible, Dr. Frost noted the Richmond Division is meeting regularly and receives active participation from their membership, Dr. Beresh reported on the Hampton Road Division is updating their membership information, and Dr. Clements reported that the Southwest Division continues to meet on a regular basis.

Committee Reports were presented as follows:

Dr. Ramdass noted the Mid-Atlantic Region meeting will be held Oct 9-11 at the Fairview Park Marriott in Falls Church, Virginia.

Drs. Cho and Dollard presented an update on the APMA House of Delegates, noting that Dr. Seth Rubenstein was recently elected to the APMA Board of Directors.

Dr. Shapiro provided an update on the Virginia Board of Medicine and expressed her desire to seek  re-appointment to the Virginia Board of Medicine next year.  

Bruce Keeney presented an update on activities of the organization, including the VPMA annual meeting, the Foot and Ankle congress, the Rad Tech Limited certification course, dues collection, and other membership services.

On behalf of Dr. Larry Rubin,  Dr. Gary Effron presented an update on the Continuing Medical Education re-accreditation process.
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On behalf of the Public Relations Committee, Bruce Keeney once again noted that VPMA received the APMA Award for 2008 outstanding public relations efforts during the 2008 Elect to Save your Feet (ESYF) campaign in November.

Dr. Arnold Beresh presented a report on upcoming Rad Tech Limited Courses, noting that two have been scheduled for 2009. The first is scheduled to run concurrently with the VPMA annual meeting in Virginia Beach and the second is scheduled to run concurrently with the Mid-Atlantic meeting in Falls Church, Virginia.

A written report of the Conference Coordinator, Monarch Meetings (Peggy Tucker) was presented. 

A written report on the APMA Legislative Advocacy conference was submitted by Dr. Simon Mest. 

The Legislative Counsel report was presented by Bruce Keeney, including a report of the 2009 General Assembly session, noting VPMA(s continued successful efforts.

Dr. Randy Clements presented an update on the VPMA Foot and Ankle Congress, noting great support by the membership and vendors alike.  Additionally, a review of details indicated this conference was not adversely impacting the VPMA June annual convention.

Under additional business, the following was considered:

Motion Adamson/Beresh to grant Dr. Frank Tichauer of Falls Church a 5.4 status in the amount of a 35% reduction in APMA & VPMA dues for the current APMA fiscal year.  Passed unanimously. 

By consensus, it was agreed that the voting members of the Board of Directors have a brief telephone conference call, shortly after the 2009 convention, to ascertain VPMA(s interest in negotiating a renewal agreement with Monarch Meetings for the 2010 convention.  Subject to the consensus of that conference call, it was further agreed that the Conference Coordinator Task Force have the authority to negotiate a renewal agreement with Monarch Meetings for the 2010 convention, with any financial agreements additionally needing approval by the President and Treasurer. 

By consensus, it was agreed to have staff prepare amendments to the VPMA By-laws so that VPMA recommendations to the Governor for appointment of the podiatrist to the Board of Medicine more appropriately reflect the timing of such appointments.  The possible revisions are to be presented to the VPMA Board for their review at the Board(s fall meeting. 

There being no further business, Dr. Zelen adjourned the meeting at 1:20 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Robert Hallivis, DPM

Secretary

