Virginia Podiatric Medical Association

Board of Directors Meeting • Minutes of Tuesday, April 27, 2010

TelSpan Conference Call

This meeting of the VPMA Board of Directors was called to order by President Zelen at 7:39 pm

Those attending were: Chuck Zelen, Roland Ramdass, Marc Pinsky, Annik Adamson, Arnold Beresh, Mark Dollard, Patrick Agnew, David Cho, Rob Hallivis, Randy Clements, Simon Mest, Scot Vantre, Gary Effron, and staff member Jean Kirk.

A quorum was established.

Minutes of the previous meeting: need to reflect the additional money to the PAC and motion to extend Upton’s contract. 

Dr. Zelen suspended Robert’s Rules and gave the President’s message. He reported on Christine Sittler’s federal indictment. All owe a great round of applause to Simon Mest for his hard work, which allowed Virginia DPMs to be included in Medicaid for at least one more year. He appealed to Dr. Mest to get ready for next year’s extensive lobbying. He discussed the diagnosis issue became a bigger issue than originally intended, adding that had VPMA not engaged the lobbyists with Capital Results, podiatric practices in the state of Virginia would have been shut down. The governor has signed both pieces of legislation.

Treasurer’s Report

Dr. Clements detailed the account balances. Clements asked the board’s advice regarding future banking relationships. Jean Kirk will investigate and provide appropriate banking options at next meeting.

Division Reports

Dr. Pinsky reported on the Richmond division.

Dr. Adamson and Dr. Hallivis reported for the Northern Virginia division.

Dr. Agnew reported for the Virginia Beach division.

Dr. Zelen reported for the Southwest division.

Dr. Dollard gave the APMA Delegates report. Jeff DeSantos is new delegate. Because of the healthcare bill being signed, Drs. Dollard and Rubenstein visited Washington DC on April 19, 2010. They asked that the Senators emulate the state senators and sponsor Title 19. 

Standing Committees

Dr. Effron reported on CME. Schedule is updated and available on the website. There was discussion regarding the need to scan badges during each morning and each afternoon session. Times will be posted.

Dr. Beresh reported for the Insurance Committee.

Dr. Mest reported for the Medicare Committee, with comments from Dr. Dollard. Committee will post changes to LMRP to the website. PECOS is national databank from CMS; all must register. 

Nominations

Dr. Beresh reported for the Nominating Committee. Annik Adamson for President, Robert Hallivis for Vice 

Presidnet, Randy Clements for Secretary, Mark Pinsky for Treasurer, Dr. Beresh for At-Large Seat, Dr. Mest for APMA delegate, and Mark Appleton for Region 8 representative. Rob Hallivis moved, Annik seconded and all were in favor. 

Dr. Effron reported for Public Relations regarding Virginia Diabetes Council.

Dr. Zelen had previously reported on the Legislative Committee’s efforts. Dr. Mest indicated that money for next year is dependent upon state’s acquiring federal funding. Dr. Mest is working with lobbyists to get podiatry mandated into Medicaid.

Dr. Clements reported for the Young Members’ Committee. Ryan Fitzgerald had expressed interest in serving as Young Members’ chair. He will be approached.

Dr. Dollard reported for the Mid-Atlantic Meeting. Dr. Beresh agreed that the Rad Tech course will be taught at their November 19, 2010 meeting.

Dr. Beresh reported for the Rad Tech Course. Jean Kirk was asked to start advertising for Mid-Atlantic course, as well. Dr. Zelen mandated that the course be offered twice each year.

Old Business

Not previously reflected, another $20,000 was requested in PODPAC funds. Jean will add to previous minutes and have approved at June meeting.

Dr. Effron discussed the VDC. They have received a matching grant up to $10,000.00. Dr. Pinsky moved to allocate $2000.00 to the VDC and Dr. Dollard seconded. Dr. Dollard noted how important it was that VDC made phone calls and wrote letters on podiatry’s behalf during Medicaid effort. Dr. Mest felt the request was too high. Dr. Beresh felt that having VDC as allies is important. Dr. Adamson agreed that it could only benefit the VPMA. Mest abstained. The motion carried.

New Business

Dr. Dollard moved that VPMA prepare a letter that asks Senators Warner and Webb to sponsor Title 19. Dr. Dollard would like the letter written to recognize vital role that podiatrists pay and asking them to sponsor Title 19. He and Dr. Rubenstein can write the letter. Dr. Zelen asked them to proceed.

Jean will take care of Bonding and Directors and Officers insurance.

Jean discussed website costs and will provide mock-ups for the Annual Meeting.

Dr. Mest discussed the need to recognize the legislators at the Friday night reception. Bako can still sponsor the Thursday reception. Friday night’s reception will be sponsored by VPMA.

Good and Welfare

Dr. Zelen recognized Dr. Mest for his hard work on the legislative and diagnosis issues.

Dr. Pinsky reported that Dr. Rubin’s son is going to UVA. Dr. Pinsky’s daughter is going to ODU.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:52 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jean U. Kirk, Executive Director

